
My Experience in the Early College Program  
 

Two years into my high school career, I learned about an opportunity to enroll into an 
Early College Program. My family thought this was an amazing opportunity for me to earn an 
Associate’s Degree while still being in High School. “Amazing Opportunity” was not my initial 
thought. I wanted to stay in high school and have the high school experience. My mother along 
with other family members insisted that I give it a try. I did, but felt short changed on the many 
experiences I often learned about and so desperately wanted to experience while in high school. I 
wanted to continue on my comfortable path, my familiar lifestyle. I did not want the challenge of 
college. Initially, I was mad and upset at my mother for making me enroll. I became detached 
from my work and the people around me. I rarely talked to others and was always in my head. At 
this point, life was just passing me by and I was just here.  

After the first semester, I took the month’s long winter break I was given to genuinely 
self-reflect on the opportunity and the person I knew I could be. Getting an Associate’s Degree 
in Science Mathematics at 17 years old, saving my single mother money on tuition, graduating 
from college with little to no debt unlike many young adults find themselves just to name a few. 
It clicked, I did have an amazing opportunity of a lifetime that others would die to have. I have 
been blessed as much as I’ve been challenged with the workload of college. I was lucky to find 
solace in my cheerleading squad and the many church activities I am involved in from Camp Joy 
to the Halloween haunted house for the neighborhood children. I learned that I can walk and 
chew gum at the same time with determination, to use a cliché.  

The Early College Program has done a lot of things for me. It has taught me that life isn’t 
always about staying comfortable but persevering through the challenges. The last year and a 
half of my life has been a complete whirlwind but without this program, I don’t think I would 
have ever discovered the strong and ambitious girl that was inside me. I have met some lifelong 
friends who have helped fuel my fire. The Early College Program has pushed my boundaries 
more than ever before but more importantly, it has amplified my drive to keep going because the 
end goal is much more rewarding. With every accomplishment throughout this journey, I try to 
keep a positive mindset because the only enemy you truly have is yourself. Keeping my mind 
level headed gets me across the next stepping stone and on my way to accomplishing my goal, a 
college degree. I wish every high school student could have such an opportunity because it 
allows you to be surrounded by people with the same drive and determination, making it the 
norm. With that, it uncovers what you are really capable of given the right tools.  The most 
important thing I have taken away from this experience is that it has given me a taste of how 
college will be like for the next upcoming years of my educational career and because of this 
program, I know I am ready for the next chapter in my life. I will prosper and succeed. 


