
Winners of the “Dear Martin” Letter Writing Contest 
 
 

Isabella Goodman, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School 
 
“Dear Martin,  
 

Protests and movements have swept our country this past year, calling out for change. The 
Violence and Hatred you witnessed still roam free. The killings of innocent black people 
continue to happen today. As millions of people protest today we are reminded of the sacrifices 
many have made. The times you were thrown in jail for protesting is the reason millions of 

people protest now. Because of you, we know that sometimes we must express our voices rather 
than stay silent. “We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do 
right.” This quote written in the jails of Birmingham capture that time doesn’t decide when to 
make a difference, we do. Many years ago you lead a fight and that fight is still being fought. 

Millions of people stepped up to the challenge and accepted the work left to be done. And so I 
write to you, promising that your work will be finished because you can count on us to complete 
it. Although you died at the hands of an opposer, they didn’t win the fight, Martin. In the end, 
justice will reign, liberty will prosper, and the battle against your people will end.” 

 

 
Andrea Cain, RICA  
 

“Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
I'm writing to you while standing right in front of Lincoln Memorial, Where your dream gave 
America the equality to ensure civil rights for all people regardless of race or gender so, Thank 

you for bringing publicity to civil rights activities and inspirational movements, it encouraged so 
many more Americans to support the cause. Without you advocating the fundamentality of 
nonviolent protests, the nation wouldn't have been so beneficially impacted. Thank you, for 
upholding the equality for African Americans, Thank you for promoting America's civil rights, 

Thank you for supporting peaceful protests, Thank you for engaging in the encouragement for 
the end of discrimination and segregation, Even being a young woman with the color of my skin 
scares me, even more than everyday having to wear it, because of you, Me and many other black 
African Americans are proud to wear our skin, Thank you.” 

 
        —Sincerely, an Independent black America  
                              “to ignore evil is to become accomplice to it.”—MLK 
 

 
Jeremy Fredricks , Winston Churchill High School 
 
“Dear Martin, 

 
You fought for many things in your life, but none was more important than the right to vote. 
Voting is a sacred act every American should do because it allows us to use our voices and 



choose our leaders. It’s the most important part of American democracy. If American democracy 
is a body, voting is its blood. Without blood, a body won’t function and eventually die. Without 
voting, American democracy will come to the same fate. You believed that we needed to vote, 

every opportunity we had, and fought for historic acts, like the 1965 Voting Rights Act. And 
you’d be proud of how these acts worked in 2020 when two-thirds of eligible Americans voted 
during a pandemic, a number not seen since 1900. The work isn’t done, but your goal of 
universal suffrage is much closer today than it was decades ago.” 

 

 
Faarris Zuberi, Winston Churchill High School 
 

“Dear Martin, 
 
Today, we face dangerous forces of disunity – widening political polarization, growing socio-
economic inequality, systemic racial injustice, and a stark urban-rural disconnect. To meet such 

challenges, we must make use of an invaluable blueprint – the civil rights movement. 
 
One critical takeaway from your advocacy is the need for fervent, non-violent toil. In 1961, you 
famously said that “change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes through 

continuous struggle.” Behind the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the March on 
Washington were individuals that were true to their convictions, resolute in their vision, and 
prepared for unrelenting engagement. 
 

In a new era, we must leverage the extraordinary power of social media to follow your example. 
From connecting with those we disagree with politically to supporting marginalized 
communities, everyone can take action to churn the wheel of society towards less division and 
greater unity.” 

 
 
 
 

 


